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Agent for the Colony 


GEORGE GERMAIN, his 


Secretary of State for the Colonies, &c. 


of BARBADOS. 
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tical juncture, 


Gentlemen of the Council, Mr. Speaker, and Gentlemen of 
Aﬀembly, 


I have the fatisfaftion of bringing you aſſurances from his Maj 
miniſters, that every attention ſhall be paid to the ſafety and of 
this colony, which its character and im deſerves. 8 

* The powerful naval force, which his Majeſty has deftined pro- 
tection of this part of the empire, promiſes you the moſt perfect ſecurity, 
r war is ever in ſome degree a 

E danger. 

Let not your confidence, though founded in your experience of his 
Majeſty's care of you, abate vour exertions for your internal defence. 

Tou have a numerous and reſpectable militia ; but I apprehend, the 
laws which eſtabliſhed it are become de fective, and require reviſion. Tho 
I entertain no doubt of a due attention in you to your preſent ſituation, it is 
fo much my duty that | cannot forbear to recommend it to you, in the 
ſtrongeſt manner, to frame ſuch a militia bill, as ſhall give you all the ad- 
vantages you may derive from your internal th. 

* Whatever powers it may be judged proper to lodge in the commander 
in chief, I pledge myſclf ſhall be exerciſed with all the moderation which 
the nature of the ſervice will juſtify. 

© | know of no other matters of which it is neceffary to ſpeak to you at 
preſent, nor ſhall trouble you with common profeſſions- my conduct alone 
muſt determine the character of my adminiſtration, which | fcel can prove 
honourable to myiclf, only in the degree 1 mall make it happy to 4 * 
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amidſt the number and variety of evils, which had gone 
themſelves over the face of our whole country, to the 


every other reſource, but in a rigid and determined faving of the little that 
remains to us; yet of that little we freely and chearfully preſent your Ex- 
cellency with a part, and ſuch a part too, as, proportioned to our real 
circumſtances, will abundantly teftify the high regard we bear to fo re- 
tpectable a character, the affection that already begins to kindle in our 
boſoms at fo amiable a deportment, Sir, as your's. Here then I will con- 
clude with requeſting your Excellency's affent to this bill; and by your 
gracious and ready acceptance of this, which is the beſt tribute of our be- 
nevolence we can afford, your Excellency wiil make us happy in that 
inſtance, as we are confident we ſhall nd ourſelves in every other, whilit 
you continue, Sir, to preſide amongſt us.” 
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That his Excellency made the following anſwer : - 


* 1 find, Gentlemen, that you have begun your 
with me. Ag e with it, as I 
an ample field. 1 r myſelf _— — 
to ſecond you in every meaſure propoſed vantage 
but I ſhall not give any immediate aſſent to this bil 


BARBADOS. 


To his Excellency James Cuninghame, Eſquire, Major-General of his 

jeſty's On Governor, and Commander 
in Chief of this iſland, Chancellor, Ordinary, and Vice-Admiral of 
the ſame. 


*The Humble Addreſs of the General Aſſembly. 
« May it pleaſe your Excellency, 


in their General Aſſembly, re- 


their various wants, whenever theſe have been admitted to a gracious 
ing, we feel, on the repeated mention of them by your Excellency, the 
emotions of a new and hvely gratitude for the royal favour: and to all the 
former marks of this, which we have not failed to acknowledge and ex- 
preſs our humble thanks for, as becomes a grateful people, we are again 
made fenfible of his Majeſty's nets in the early and judicious appoint- 
ment of a gentleman of your llency's deſerving character, to take this 
government upon him; one in whom the talents to become eminently uſe- 
tul to cur country at this juncture in the military line, „% 
w 


a 
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w_ = of the mind, I 
pleaſure, the exertion uliar powers our ſafety, without 
a fear of danger to any of cur hel chats. Nor are we uninformed of 
your Excellency's benevolent attention to the intereſts of this community 
on the other fide of the water, upon your firſt appointment to take the 
lead in what concerns thoſe intereſts ; though, to our mutual ill fortune 
regret, we have not been bleſſed with the beſt fruits of thoſe good 
offices on this. 
1 But whilſt we avow with pleaſure the juſt ſenſe of thoſe particular ob- 
igations e and his worthy repre- 
ſentative, we are diſtreſſed by an equal ſenſe 14 
which deprives us of the means of ing on your Excellency that full 
and fubſtantial mark of our efteem, in an additional proviſion for ſupport- 
ing the honour of your government. which we are moſt defirous of mak- 
ing; fince fuch are the diftfeſsful circumſtances of the le of almoſt all 
ranks amongſt us, that ſhort as the tribute really is of our faithful incli- 
nations, it is yet to the utmoſt extent of our ability; nor can any occaſion 
make this aſſembiy happier than ſome auſpicious hour, in which we ſhall 
be enabled to teſtify the foll and honeſt warmth of thoſe inclinations on 
perfect fatisfation, Sir, on yours. 
pplies which your Excellency, on a review of 
for our defence in 


Z 


ge- 
F public; after all theſe 
expences, Sir, it theſe works ſhould be found inſuſſic ĩent for our fecurity, 
and any new ones be deemed indifpenfibly neceſſary, this houſe muſt throw 
themſelves upon the juſtice or favour of his Majeſty, to take that charge 
upon the Crown, fince the people of this country are utterly deſtitute of the 
means of raiſing ſuch ſupplies, however fatal the conſequences of our ina- 
bility may prove to our very preſervation ; upon his Majeſty's woated good 
neſs we ſhall therefore rely, in this extremity, whilſt we receive, with all 
imaginable regard, the agreeable aſſurances which your Excellency is pleaſed 
to make us from his Maje(!y's miniſters, of their attention to the ſafety and 
welfare of this colony, important, as we are ſenſible, from its ſituation, this 
iſland muſt be to the mother country, no leſs than dear, under all its preſent 
diſadvantages, to ourſelves. 

„The powerful naval force deſtined for the ion of this part of the 
empire, and which has been fo nobly and gallantly exerted by the preſent 
commander in chicf, for his own honour and the nation's glory, as well as 
to our particular ſatisfaction, cannot but make a fuitable impreſſion on our 
minds: And yet how great foever our confidence may be, both in keeping 
up that force, and in the „ ot it, 1 

wit 


as far as we can make 
ence. And, for this pur- 
y to enter into ſuch a reviſion of our militia law, as your 
is pleaſed to recommend to us, and to adopt fome more prac- 
preſent, which may ſerve to form our nume- 
pectable militia ; nor ſhall we harbour 
ſſary inveſtiture 


granting without teſerve, but entruſted as ve i 
are, with the care of thoſe moſt valuable of all rights, our civil liberties, ir 
guard on fuch an occaſion, with more than common ftriftneſs 


towards me, I eſteem 
I] wiſh it may induce you to 
appointment of 
that you now difpoſe of, I mean the offices of Trea- 
ſurer and Storekeeper, which I am perſuaded is in a great degree the ſource 
of that you fo much complain of. 
Your civil rights, conſiſtent with the conſtitution of Great Britain, and the 
| am inveſted with, ix the arduous fituation | am placed in, Hall be 
exerted with temper and becoming firmneſs; but I am forry to obſerve, be 
misfortunes you attribute to bad ſeaſons, muſt, in a great meaſure, be owing 
to a corruption in the preſent ſyſtem of your government, and the continual en- 


ſures, that were eſteemed for the advantage of this iſland, which your cor- 
reſpondents have done me but common juſtice in conveying to you, have 
been io illiberally requited, by your attempting to preſcribe terms, ſo highly 
improper for me to acquieſce in, and to take a tine to do it, when it is 
well known that the Engliſh falary does not exceed to your Governor 1.4507. 
ſterling a year, reduced by fees of office, and other defalcations, and when 
I can with truth affert, that fince my arrival here, no have reach- 


AM Leer when 
io many gentlemen of quality and diſtinction in the King's #ervice reſide 


Your fortifications are inadequate to your defence, and the moſt neceſ- 
yet at the inſtant of time, when war and 


The juſtice you do to the conduct and bravery of Sir Rodney, 
monde dragpd fangs bo Seed = nents ſea and land for your 
protection, mult be pleaſing to his Majeft 

lende, enn to which 
neceſſary meaſure I ſhall be ready to give my utmoſt affiltance. 

I mutt now, Gentlemen, intreat you in the moſt earneſt manner, at this 
time of public danger, to lay aſide that ſpirit of contention, which is but too 
vilible in your proceedings, (and which | ſhall equally recommend to the 
other branch of the legiſlature) to kve with proper ceconomy, the only means 
of retrieving cinbarraffed circumſtances, to em yourſclives in framing 
wiſe laws, on the conſtitutional principles of Great Britain, which will re- 
ſtore credit to your finances and e ro government, and that luſtre 
to your iſland, which fi upheld it as a model of order and loyalty to 
this part of his Majeſty's dominions. ſhall I be to contribute to io 
defirable and laudable an undertaking. Such a conduct will reflect honour 
e molt cordial reception from the 


Sovereigns. 
Pilgrim, Sept. 5, 1780. 


That 


reply to the unexpected and unmerited 
pleaſed to ſend us to our former 
cordial and moſt reſpectful Addreſs. To be filent on the occaſion of re- 
wi paper, full of accufations againſt this Aſſembly, might be 
. your „as an acknowledgment of our guilt; 
uch a charge, in a manner equal to our ſenſe of the in- 
ys us under the greateſt difficulty, when addreffiag our- 
telves to your Excellency, the repreſentative of a Monarch, for whole per- 
fon our reſpect muſt ever be held as ſacred, as our duty to his government. 
Yet, under every diſadvantage of this kind, we mult begin with freely de- 
leney, that although we expreſſed a readineſs in our 
place that confidence, which we thought due to 


peculiar grace and fa- 
vour of the crown, for the ſecurity and ſatisfaction of an old and loyal 
colony; and which, as we verily believe, was granted with this farther be- 
nevolent deſign, of guarding the colony againſt thoſe too natural miichiefs 
and diſaſters that might arite to us in placing the appointment, at ſome 
unlucky juncture, wich a ſuperior power. To furrender a right, then, of 
ſuch importance to our country into the hands of a Governor, where we 
have no trace on record that it ever was entruſted (although your Excel- 
lency ſpeaks of our rendering it back on that preſumption) and appear to 
flight fo honourable a mark of the crown's favour to the repreſentative body 
of the people, their natural and choſen guardians ; this, Sir, would be a 
ſacrifice that muſt ſhew the preſcnt Aﬀembly to be as unworthy of the 
£Keem of our Sovereign, as of the confidence of our conſtituents. Nor 
can 
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General Aſſemblies, We have thought fit, hereby to ſignify our expreſs 
will and pleaſure that neither you our Governor, nor any Governor, 
Lieutenant Governor, Commander in Chief, or Preſident of the Council 
of our iſland of Barbados, for the time being, do give your or their con- 
ſent to the paſſing any law or act, for any gift or preſent to be made to 
you or them by the Aſſembly: and that neither you nor they do receive 
any gift or preſent from the Aſſembly, or others, ape any account, or ix 
any manner whatſcever, on pain of our higheſt diſpleaſure, and of being 
recalled from that government. And whereas the falary of z200/. fter- 


other public uſes as may be moſt neceſſary for the defence and ſafety of 
the ſaid iſland, We do not doubt but that in confideration of our care in 
exempting our good ſul jects from this cuſtomary burthen of Preſents, the 
ſaid Aſſembly may be the more eaſily induced to contribute, in a more ample 
and effeftual manner, to their own fafety and And We do 
further direct and require that this declaration of our royal Will and 
Pleaſure, be communicated to the Aﬀembly at their firſt meeting after 
your receipt hereof, and entered in the Regiſters of our Council and As- 
ſembly, that all perſons whom it may concern, may govern themſclves ac- 
cordingly. That theſe inftruftions were uninterruptedly continued 
through the adminiſtration of ſeveral ſucceſſive Governors, to the year 
1722, when Henry Worſley, Eſq; fucceeding to the government of the 
iſland, contrived means to obtain the inſtruction (which now exiſts) © to 
accept of the ſettlement that the firſt Aﬀembly ſhould make on him ;” and 
which, by raiang a moſt deſtructive party in the country, he procured to 
be, in no leſs a fum than GOcol. ſterling a year, in addition to the 2000ʃ. 
out of the four and one half per cent. duty, making in the whole a falary 
of Sooo!. ſterling a year. That the Houſe of Aſſembly now gaining wit 
dom from the experience of their folly, reduced, upon the acceſſion of 
Lord Howe to the government, (although a man as univerſally beloved as 
he deſerved to be fo) the ſettlement of the iſland him to Bar- 
bados currency, a year, and which at thirty-five per cent. . is leſs than 
one half of the ſalary that his predeceſſor Mr. Worſley received. That Robert 
Byng, Eſq; being next in ſucceſſion, his ſettlement was eſtabliſhed at 20000. 
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curtency likewiſe a year, which was cn'y one half of the ſalary that had been 
ſettled upon Lord Howe ; and which being the now ſettlement of his Ex- 
cellency Governor Cuninghame, whillt it is neither without precedent as to 
the ſum, nor without example as to the meaſure, and when theſe are added 
to the reaſons of neceffity that have been already ſuggeſted for the reduction 
of this ſalary, it is to be hoped that in this proceeding the preſent Aſſembly 
of Barbados will remain as unblameable, as the government of the ifland is 
undeſerving of the foul and injurious aſperſions that his Excellency has io 
unmeritedly caſt upon it. 

That as to the circumſtances of the four and one half per cent. duty, which 
have been mentioned as a reaſon for granting his Excellency Governor 
Cuninghame a lefler ſalary than his predeceſſor had, the partial oppreſſion 
that has been of late made uſe of in the collecting of this duty, the illega- 
lity of the meaſures adoptrd, the fruitleſs endeavours to obtain any rehef, 
in ſhort, the whole of this buſineſs is fo well underſtood by your Lord- 
ſhip, and has been, ſo far as relates to yourſelf, fo conſider- 
ed by you, that, after referring your Lordſhip to what was the ſenſe of 
her. Majeſty Queen Anne, in her laſt mentioned inſtruction to Sir Beville 
Granville, reſpecting this duty, your memorialiſt is full well fatisfied and 
willing to reſt the re of this matter to his Majeſty, entirely on your 
Lordſhip's own knowledge of the cafe. 

That having ſtated theſe facts, your memorialiſt is now conſtrained to 
call for the attention of your Lordſhip, to the further unjuſtifiable and un- 
warranted proceedings of his Excellency Governor Cuninghame, in the caſe 
of the agent for the iſland of Barbados; a caſe which, as reſpecting your 
memorialiſt himſelf, he had been ſilent upon, but for its far greater con- 
cern to the iſland, than it is of im to himſelf; and therefore, in 
the mention of which, your memorialiſt will beg leave to premiſe, that the 
agent of Barbados is, and has ever been conſidered to be, independently 
of the governor, the ſervant of the public there; that his appointment ori- 
ginates whence his falary is paid, in the Houſe of Aﬀembly ; that the bill 
paſſes the council, and receives the aſſent of the governor ; but that the 
aſſent of the governor is neceſſary only as a mere matter of form; and, as a 
proof of this, the correſpondence of the agent is confined by an act of the 
and to a committee of the Council and Aﬀembly, in which the Governor 
has no voice, direction or concern whatever; that the duty of his office is 
to tranſact the buſinc ſs of the colony in England, which oftentimes is of the 
greateſt conſequence to the country; and being in no inſtance more parti- 
cularly fo, than in doing what your memorialiſt is now in the very act of 
performing, namely, to carry to the car of the Miniſter, in order to be laid 
at the foot of the Throne, the complaints of his Majeſty's diftent, though 
not læſs loyal ſubjects, for redreſs againſt the oppreſſions of their 
it follows, that any interference in, or controul of the Governor, over this 
appointment, would be, in this inſtance alone, to defeat, with the reaſon of 
the inſtitution, the very intent of the office. And yer, notwithſtanding 


theſe circumſtances of the agent's appointment, notwithſtanding your me- 
=P 
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morialiſt was, as he had been annually before, ananimeuſy nominated by 
the Aſſembly and Council to the agency of the iſland, and notwithitanding 
it was well known, not only from the juſtice, but from the declarations ot 
his conſtituents, that he having done nothing to deſerve removal, but, on 
the contrary, to merit and obtain approbation, would continue to be the 
agent for the iſland, one of the firſt acts of his Zxcellency's adminiltration 
was, in defiance of theſe conſiderations, to with-hold his affent to the bill 
for the appointment of your memorialilt to the agency of the iſland; and, 
what is more extraordinary, for the following reaſons: Firſt, * That his 
ſalary had been reduced by the Aſſembly, in conſequence of a letter which 
the agent had written to the iſland;“ and, ſccondly, That the Miniſter 
had informed him (making uſe of the name of the Miniſter, which your 
memorialiſt, for decency fake, wiſhes to omit) that the agent being a 
Member of Parliament, was no unactive man in the oppoſition, and that it 
was wrong and impolitic in him to be ſo:“ to which, conceiving the right 
of a governor in the removal of an agent to be none, and not knowing vpon 
what ground a Member of Parliament in the oppoſition is ditqualified for 
the office of a colony agent, your memorialiſt will not trouble your Lord- 
ſhip with any reply: but even ſuppoſing the right; and, with reſpett to 
the firſt reaſon, admitting the fact, (which, however, your memorialiſt is 
ready to dilprove) it is, perhaps, the firſt inſtance in a repreſentative of his 
Majeſty, where fo /e/fiþ a motive, as a reaſon for ſo public a meaſure was 
ever aſſi - And as to the ſecond reaſon, it being certainthat by.his Ex- 
cellency's with-holding his affent to the bill, when he might have put his 
negative upon it, he not only afforded an ity to your memorialiſt 
of being zo longer in the oppoſition, but, in conſequence of this, of pro- 
curing the favour of his Excellency's no longer with- holding his aſſent to 
the bill, in what light this ought to be viewed is rather fitting for your 
Lordſhip to conſider, than left for your memorialiſt to 
That with this view of his 's conduct your memorialiſt had now 
to have ended. He conceived that the late dreadful calamities that 
had befallen the ifland, might have effected what other conſiderations could 
not have produced, and he preſumed to conclude, from the change of cir- 
cumftances which, by his Excellency's own account, had taken place in 
that country, that a change in his proceedings had neceſſarily enſued : but 
inſtead of this, the very reverſe has been the reſult, calamiy ſerving but 
to ſharpen the appetite of his Excellency's rapacity, and diſtreſs but to add 
rigour to the a unjuſt exerciſc of his power. 

That the Houſe of Aſſembly, from adjournment on the igth of Sep- 
tember to the 3d of October, having met, was further adjourned to the 
31ſt of the fame month; and although the hurricane, of the conſequences 
of which it is here to ſpeak, happened on the intermediate 10th 
day of that month, his Excellency not only neglected to call the Houſe of 
Aſſembly together, in order to take the ſenſe and advice of the 


tatives of the people, concerning what was proper to be done for che good 
of the public, upon fo lamentable and important an event, and to give 
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the eye of their Sovereign as re 
duty, received the humble and dutiful 
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them, at the ſame time, an opportunity of joining in a repreſentation of 


this occurrence with the Members 
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pretenſions. At this unhappy juncture, when your Majeſty's diſtreſſed 
and afflicted are ill able to bear even the taxes, tO 1 


the Governor, to the great oppreſſion 
ubj to the ancient laws 


the Britiſh Conſtitution, and in direct 
your Majeſty's colony of Barbados, (confirmed by your Maj 
cefiors) intitled, an Act for the certain and conſtant appoi 
« officers fees within this iſland,” which reſerves the right of creating 
fees for the public officers to the legiſlative body of the iſland. Notwith- 
ſtanding too, your Majeſty's gracious allowance to the Governor, for ſup- 
porting the honour and dignity of his tation, to which this 
added, on Major-General Cuninghame's arrival, the further ſum of two 
thouſand pounds of current money, per annum, during his reſidence in this 
ifland. Thus circumſtanced, your Majeſty's people are driven 
their beloved Sovereign for redreſs of theſe unmerited, 
ufurpations: tending to take from the legiſlative body 
taxes and appropriating the public money, and to fix the fame i 
of the Governor and Council: beſides the 
and the 


port of this charge, we refer to 

the proceedings of the Governor and Council of Sep- 
to this 

from 

And your Majeſty's dutiful and loyal ſubje&s the Members of the General 
Aſſembly of Barbados do further humbly ſupplicate your Majeſty to ſhew 

| fuch marks of your Royal Diſpleaſure towards thole of your Majeſty's 
Counſellors in the faid iſland, who concurred in the proceedings of the faid 


2gth day of September, as your Maxelty, in your great Wildom 
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therly affection to your aggrieved and diftreſſed ſubjects may deem them to 

leh by 4 

| And this Aſſembly, as in duty bound, will ever for your Ma- 
jeſty's Health, Glory and Felicity, for the ſucceſs of your Arms 
by Sea and Land ; and that your Majeſty and your Royal Houſe 


may abound in every Gift and Bleſſing at the diſpoſal of a liberal 
and gracious Providence. 


By Order of the Houſe, 
JOHN GAY ALLEYNE, Speaker. 


Hoaſe of Afendy, Nev. 7, 1780. 


SAMUEL ESTWICK, Agent 
for the colony of Barbados. 


Lower Berkley-fireet, Portman. ſquare, 
| February 14, 1781. 


